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JAPANESE SHIPYARDS LEAD 
IN BIG TANKER BUILDING 


| ee SHIPBUILDERS have taken a firm lead 
in the installation of facilities needed to build 
today’s giant tankers. 


A survey by the Japanese Shipbuilders Asso- 
ciation shows that late in summer 26 of 41 
tankers of the 100,000 deadweight ton class, or 
heavier, were being built in Japanese yards. Of 
the remaining ships, five were under construc- 
tion in United Kingdom, four in West Germany, 
two each in Sweden and France, and one each 
in Denmark and the Netherlands. 


The construction of this high proportion of 
big ships in Japanese yards is made possible by 
extensive shipyard installations, which include 
six yards capable of handling tankers of more 
than 120,000 dw tons. Another yard of this 
class is under study. By comparison, Sweden 
and France have two yards that can handle 
120,000 dwt, or better, ships. West Germany, 
Netherlands, and Italy each have one. 


Drydocks capable of handling 200,000 dwt 
ships are in operation at Ishikawajima-Harima 
Heavy Industries Co.’s Negishi shipyards in 
Yokohama, at Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’ 
Nagasaki shipyards at Kyushu. Hitachi Zosen 
KK has a 200,000 dwt tanker under construc- 
tion. In addition, Kawasaki Dockyard Co. plans 
a drydock at Sakaide, Kagawa Prefecture, for 
the construction of tankers up to 250,000 dwt. 


Thirteen of the 41 largest ships were ordered 
by the Japan Shipowners Association. All 13 
are being built in Japan. 

Twelve of the remaining vessels were ordered 
by Shell Tankers from yards in Japan, France, 
West Germany, Britain, and Denmark. These 
ships comprise six 165,000 dwt and six 100,- 
500 dwt vessels. Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, 
Ishikawajima-Harima, and Hitachi Zosen are 
each building one of the 165,000 tonners. 
Ishikawajima Heavy Industries is building one 
100,500 tonner. 


The leading builders of the big tankers are 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, with 10 under 
construction; Hitachi Zosen, with 7; Ishikawa- 
jima-Harima, 5; and Swan Hunters of Britain 
and Keeler of West Germany, 3 each. 


NEW BOOKS 


“The Valley of Oil”, researched and edited by Fred 
Cook. 148 pages. $7.50. Published by The Oildale 
News, P.O. Box 5066, Oildale, Calif. 

A history of the first 100 years of the oil industry 
in California’s San Joaquin Valley. The fields were 
opened only four years after the initial strike at Titus- 
ville, Pa., and are still important to the oil industry. 
Well illustrated with many old photographs. 
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CATHERINE WHEEL ROAD, BRENTFORD, MIDDLESEX Tel: ISL 6441 


Agents in:— Italy, South Africa, U.S.A., Holland, Denmark, West Indies, Australia, Germany, India, Scandinavia and Canada. 


A member of the Concentric Group of Companies 
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